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SOUTHERN  RIGHTS  CONVENTION 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Southern  Eights  Convention  of 
Maryland,  held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  on  the  18th  and  19th 
days  of  February,  1861,  the  following  proceedings,  were  had  : 

The  Convention  having  assembled,  on  the  morning  of  Feb- 
ruary 18th,  at  the  appointed  hour,  Hon.  Joshua  Yansant  called 
the  body  to  order,  and  moved  a  temporary  organization  by 
calling  Hon.  Ezekiel  F.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  to  the  chair, 
and  appointing  James  M.  Schley,  of  Allegany,  as  temporary 
Secretary. 

The  motion  having  been  adopted,  it  was  thereupon  resolved 
to  appoint  a  committee  on  permanent  organization,  and  the 
duty  of  such  appointment  having  devolved  on  the  Chairman, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  named :  Josiah  H.  Gordon,  of 
Allegany  ;  Grafton  Duvall,  Anne  Arundel ;  T.  Parkin  Scote, 
Baltimore  city  ;  John  Merryman,  Baltimore  county;  Dr.  Jacob 
Shower,  Carroll;  E.  T.  Jones,  Cecil;  James  L.  Bond,  Calvert; 
Dorsey  Waters,  Frederick;  George  K.  Gaither,  Howard;  Wm. 
T.  Spry,  Kent;  Sam'l  C.Viers,  Montgomery;  Col.  J.  B.  Emory, 
Queen  Anne's  ;  Col.  Chapman  Billingslea,  St.  Mary's  ;  Levin 
S.  "Waters,  Somerset,  and  Dr.  Charles  Magill,  Washington. 

The  committee  retired,  and  after  a  short  absence  reported 
the  following  nominations  for  permanent  officers,  which  were 
adopted  by  acclamation : 

President,  Hon.  E.  F.  Chambers;  Vice  Presidents,  Hon.  Jas. 
F.  Dashiell,  of  Somerset,  for  the  first  Congressional  district ; 
Col.  J.  C.  Groome,  of  Cecil,  for  the  second  district ;  David  M. 
Perine,  of  Baltimore  county,  for  the  third  district;  John  C. 
Brune,  of  Baltimore  city,  for  the  fourth  district ;  Andrew  Rench, 
of  Washington  county,  for  the  fifth  district,  and  Henry  G.  S. 
Key,  of  St.  Mary's,  for  the  sixth  district.  Secretaries,  Dr. 
William  Finley,  of  Queen  Anne's  ;  John  Swan,  of  Baltimore 
county  ;  Ezra  Whitman,  of  Baltimore  city ;  Col.  James  M. 
Schley,  of  Allegany,  and  Major  L.  Gittings,  of  Anne  Arundel. 
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The  President,  on  taking  the  chair,  delivered  the  following 
address,  which  was  received  with  great  applause : 

JUDGE  CHAMBERS'  ADDBESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

I  feel  gratified,  and  at  the  same  time  embarrassed,  by  the 
most  unexpected  mark  of  your  respect  just  bestowed  upon  me. 
Gratified,  in  as  much  as  while  I  cannot  ascribe  it  to  any  per- 
sonal preference  on  your  part,  and  am  conscious  that  it  is  not 
from  any  merit  of  my  own,  I  can  but  regard  it  as  the  result  of 
the  conservative  character  of  my  course,  during  the  alarming 
and  exciting  events  which  have  been  and  still  are  passing 
around  us.  My  embarrassment  arises  from  the  fact  that  you 
must  all  be  disappointed  in  your  expectations  of  a  formal  and 
prepared  address,  and  I  can  only  bespeak  your  indulgence  by 
the  assurance  that  I  came  prepared  only  to  be  a  listener,  and 
find  myself  in  the  chair  without  the  slightest  anticipation  of 
such  an  event. 

Gentlemen,  the  first  impression  I  desire  to  make  on  your 
minds  is  that  I  stand  before  you  divested  of  all  partizan  pre- 
judices— entirely  unaffected  by  any  party  influences.  More 
than  five  and  twenty  years  since,  I  withdrew  from  active  par- 
ticipation in  party  politics,  and  in  the  meantime  the  party 
with  which  I  acted  has  ceased  to  exist  as  an  organized  body. 
I  have  never  attached  myself  to  either  of  the  present  exist- 
ing parties — the  Democratic  or  the  American  party — nor 
would  I  be  induced  to  act  here  in  such  manner  as  the  mere 
interests  of  either  might  dictate.  Indeed  if  I  had  party  affili- 
ations, however  strong,  this  is  no  time,  nor  is  this  the  appro- 
priate place  to  indulge  them. 

Political  parties  are  well  enough,  perhaps  necessary,  in  the 
discussion  and  disposition  of  matters  of  internal  policy  which 
present  themselves  in  the  usual  course  of  events,  but  when, 
as  at  present,  the  very  foundations  of  our  institutions  are 
trembling,  and  our  very  existence  is  at  stake,  there  should  be 
a  complete  union  of  all  such  elements,  and  all  other  distinc- 
tions should  be  merged  in  the  one,  only,  great  Maryland  party. 

I  have  thus  defined  my  position,  and  have  only  to  add,  that 
if  any  gentleman  present  has  assisted  to  place  me  here,  in  the 
expectation  of  my  indulging  in  any  other  feeling,  he  has  acted 
under  an  entire  mistake,  and  his  motive  could  not  be  regarded 
as  a  compliment. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  say,  I  should  fill  this 
chair  with  regret,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  in  defining  my  own 
position  I  have  justly  described  yours.  I  am  perfectly  per- 
suaded that  you  are  here,  not  as  partizan  politicians,  but  as 
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members  of  the  great  American  family  of  people,  anxiously 
alive  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  deeply  distressed  at 
the  alarming  malady  that  endangers  the  very  existence  of  the 
government,  and  ardently  desirous  to  devise  some  remedy,  and 
to  promote,  as  best  we  may,  any  and  every  effort  to  restore 
peace  and  harmony  to  our  once  united  and  happy  land. 

There  have  been  in  the  history  of  our  country,  since  the 
formation  of  our  Constitutional  Union,  not  a  few  instances  of 
exciting  events,  which  have  stirred  up  the  most  animated 
feeling  of  our  people,  but  most  assuredly  there  has  never  be- 
fore occurred  such  a  crisis,  as  has  now  been  so  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  precipitated  upon  us.  The  most  anxious  thoughts 
of  the  wisest  heads  and  the  purest  hearts  in  the  country  are- 
now  earnestly  engaged  in  efforts  to  terminate  existing  evils, 
and  provide  against  more  direful  ones,  foreshadowed  in  the 
future. 

The  question  every  where  asked,  and  by  all,  is,  "  what  are 
we  to  do  ?"  It  is  a  necessary  result,  from  the  different  charac- 
ter and  modes  of  thought  which  diversify  our  free  people,  that 
various  and  widely  opposite  opinions  should  be  entertained  on 
this  absorbing  question.  This  is  not,  ought  not,  to  be  com- 
plained of,  nor  should  we  doubt  the  integrity  of  those  who  dif- 
fer with  us.  The  most  prominent  element  in  our  fundamental, 
organic  law,  is  that  which  secures  to  every  man  his  perfect 
freedom  to  think  for  himself  and  to  speak  for  himself,  upon  all 
subjects  of  political  policy.  Unfortunately  it  happens  that  in 
times  of  high  excitement,  when  feeling,  to  some  extent,  takes 
the  place  of  discretion,  this  license  is  not  extended  to  differing 
sentiments.  Men  are  too  apt  hastily  to  impute  bad  motives  to 
those  who  do  not  adopt  their  opinions.  I  am  aware  that  we 
are  now  the  object  of  such  ungenerous  and  unwarranted  impu- 
tations. This  body  has  been  denounced,  by  intemperate  and 
excited  adversaries,  as  a  Secession  Convention,  with  aims  and 
objects  which  entitle  it  to  just  condemnation. 

No  greater  libel  could  be  uttered.  It  is  convened  for  the 
honest  and  patriotic  purpose  of  consulting  upon  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  interests,  the  prosperity,  and  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  the  State,  and  of  suggesting  to  the  people  of 
the  respective  portions  of  the  State  from  whence  we  are  dele- 
gated, such  united  action  as  will  best  accomplish  these  objects. 
We  are  here  to  compare  views  and  combine  our  best  efforts  in 
the  great  cause  of  our  country's  good,  now  in  so  much  peril  that 
the  heart  of  every  patriot  palpitates  with  intense  apprehension 
and  alarm.  Those  who  have  supposed  us  convened  for  any 
other  purpose,  have  either  egregiously  mistaken  or  have  grossly 
slandered  us. 

Amongst  the  various  measures  which  the  peculiar  and  unex- 
ampled condition  of  the  country  has  suggested,  some  of  our 


citizens  have  deemed  it  best  that  the  Legislature  should  be 
called  ;  others  have  supposed  that  a  convention  of  the  people 
was  the  most  appropriate  remedy.  Others  equally  honest, 
equally  sincere,  and  doubtless  equally  patriotic,  have  enter- 
tained views  precisely  opposite. 

I  have  been  one  of  those  who,  from  the  beginning  of  our 
troubles  have  entertained  the  belief  that  the  most  effectual  mode 
of  meeting  this  crisis  and  averting  the  threatened  mischief, 
was  to  select  persons  fully  authorized  to  act  for  our  State, 
who  should,  in  conference  with  other  sister  States,  and  more 
especially  in  concert  with  the  border  States,  arrange  a  plan  of 
settlement  mutually  acceptable. 

Such  ample  authority  to  act  for  the  State,  could  only  be 
regularly  conferred  by  a  Convention  of  the  people ;  meaning 
always  by  the  term  u people,"  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
of  the  State.  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  if,  at  an  early  stage 
of  our  difficulties,  the  border  States  of  the  South  had  united  in 
such  a  conference,  the  result  would  have  been  most  happy. 
This  opinion,  however,  did  not  prevail.  Others  saw  imi- 
nent  danger  in  the  session  of  a  Convention.  Conventions  in 
other  States  had  been  followed  by  secession,  and  therefore  they 
feared  it  would  be  the  case  in  Maryland.  This,  as  I  think, 
was  an  unfortunate  error,  and  the  consequences  have  been 
most  mischievous.  The  people  of  the  State  are  fast  friends  of 
the  Union,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  selected  as  delegates, 
those  whose  attachment  to  it  was  unquestioned.  Fears  of  the 
contrary  were  groundless.  Yes,  gentlemen,  we  are  all  for  the 
Union.  I  go  for  it  with  all  my  heart  and  soul.  I  regard  seces- 
sion as  the  greatest  political  curse  that  could  afflict  our  country. 

I  believe  there  are  no  more  Union  loving,  Constitution  lov- 
ing men  any  where  to  be  found,  than  those  composing  the 
body  now  before  me.  The  Union  has  secured  us  blessings,  civil 
and  religious,  political,  social  and  personal,  such  as  no  people  on 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ever  before  enjoyed.  It  has  secured 
to  us  national  glory  and  renown,  which  have  exalted  us  amongst 
all  nations  and  peoples  of  the  civilized  world,  for  all  whose  suf- 
fering, or  oppressed  citizens,  or  subjects,  an  asylum  has  been 
found  in  our  borders.  All  this  and  more  may  be  justly  affirm- 
ed of  our  glorious  Union.  But  this  is  to  be  said  of  the  Union — 
our  Union,  the  Union  1  'made  more  perfect  by  the  Constitution, ' ' 
the  Union  entered  into,  to  secure  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation.  Yes,  gentlemen,  great  and  multiplied  as  are  the 
blessings  we  have  derived  under  the  Constitution  and  Union, 
yet  if  they  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  our  nation  and  our  State,  we  must  refuse  them 
all.  If  we  are  to  be  driven  to  the  last  extremity — if  the  al- 
ternative is  distinctly  put  before  us — so  that  we  cannot  escape 
to  choose  but  between  dishonor  and  disgrace,  on  the  one  hand, 
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and  secession  on  the  other — we  must  take,  with  all  its  bitter 
fruits,  that  alternative  which  preserves  the  honor,  the  rights, 
the  dignity  of  our  people.  Who  will  confess  to  a  willingness 
to  forfeit  these?  Is  there  any  one  here,  or  elsewhere,  so  lost  to 
the  principles,  the  very  instinct  of  a  "rnan" — a  creature  made 
in  the  likeness  and  image  of  his  maker — that  would  accept  any 
compensation  for  the  surrender  of  his- honor,  and  deliberately 
degrade  himself  for  a  price  ?  What  man  is  there  who  would 
continue  his  business  or  social  relations  with  another,  whose 
constant  occupation  it  was  to  defame  his  reputation,  render 
insecure  his  title  to  his  property  and  invite  violence  to  his  per- 
son ?  What  parent  would  permit  his  family  to  continue  asso- 
ciation with  a  circle,  the  members  of  which  were  unceasingly 
pouring  out  upon  his  innocent  wife  and  children  the  heaviest 
denunciations  and  curses,  robbing  their  goods,  and  making 
it  the  daily  business  of  life  to  render  them  odious,  not 
even  regarding  the  safety  of  their  persons  ;  and  all  this 
solely  because  of  a  practice  sanctioned  and  adopted  by  the 
wisest  and  purest  men  from  the  first  organization  of  society  to 
the  present  day,  amongst  whom  were  the  ancestors  of  these  cro- 
chetty  representatives  who  have  lately  selected  it  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  their  fanatical  fury?  True,  it  is  the  vice  and  fashion 
of  the  day  to  worship  mammon,  to  regard  money — wealth— as 
the  great  object  of  our  most  active  exertions,  yet  I  do  not,  I 
will  not  believe  that  we  have  become  so  sordid,  so  mean,  so 
dastardly,  as  to  sell  ourselves  into  shame  and  infamy  for 
profit.  Our  revolutionary  fathers  did  not  think  of  opening 
an  account-current  of  profit  and  loss  on  one  side  and  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  their  country  on  the  other.  A  little  tax,  very 
small  in  amount,  might  have  saved  the  millions  of  money,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  torrents  of  blood,  which  they  must  of  ne- 
cessity expend,  in  resisting  an  aggression  on  the  honor  and  the 
rights  of  their  country.  They  spurned  such  calculations,  and 
fearlessly  staked  their  lives,  they  fortunes  and  their  sacred 
honor  on  the  issue.  We  should  be  most  unworthy  representa- 
tives of  such  noble  sires,  could  we  for  a  moment  regard  any 
premium  sufficient  to  seduce  us,  or  any  sufferings  fearful 
enough  to  alarm  us,  into  an  acceptance  of  degradation  and 
dishonor.  Even  life  itself  must  not  be  preserved,  either  to 
the  individual  or  the  nation,  on  such  humiliating  terms.  Let 
it  therefore  be  distinctly  understood,  that  while  we  venerate 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union  as  the  source  of  every  good,  we 
venerate  still  more  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  State. 

Having  thus  expressed  the  views  and  objects  which  are  be- 
lieved to  be  entertained  by  this  body,  as  well  as  by  myself,  I 
will  now  claim  the  privilege,  as  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the 
oldest  member  here,  of  offering  a  word  of  advice  as  to  the 
course  to  be  adopted  by  us. 


8 


And  first,  I  would  urge  the  necessity  of  the  largest  amount 
of  charity  in  estimating  the  character  and  conduct  of  those  who 
differ  with  us.  They  have  the  same  ultimate  ohject  in  view — 
the  good  of  the  State.  Many  of  them  are  like  myself.  I  was 
horn  on  its  soil — have  never  for  an  hour  had  a  residence  out  of 
it  except  in  performance  of  duty — expect  to  end  my  days  under 
its  protection,  and  to  find  a  resting  place  for  my  remains  "by 
the  side  of  my  parents,  my  "brethren,  and  my  children,,  who 
are  mingled  with  its  dust.  What  feeling  can  I  have  hut  that 
of  loyalty  to  my  State  ?  Such  have  they  also,  let  us  charitably 
suppose,  who  think  differently  from  us  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
promoting  her  welfare. 

We  must  regard  the  actual  condition  in  which  we  find  our- 
selves placed.  Virginia,  influenced  by  her  earnest  and  patriotic 
desire  to  open  a  way  of  conciliation,  has  proposed  a  conference, 
in  which  it  should  he  ascertained  whether  our  Northern  brethren 
are  yet  prepared  to  secure  to  us  those  rights  and  that  equality 
which  undoubtedly  the  Constitution  professes  and  was  designed 
to  guarantee.  That  conference  is  now  being  held.  Whether 
its  deliberations  will  realize  the  hopes  of  those  who  suggested 
it,  by  adopting  such  terms  of  compromise  as  the  South  can 
adopt  consistently  with  honor,  is  yet  to  be  seen.  I  confess  to 
a  want  of  faith  in  its  resulting  in  measures  calculated  to  re- 
store harmony  to  the  nation.  Yet  let  us  indulge  a  hope  .or 
the  best — at  least  so  far  as  quietly  to  wait  its  termination. 

There  is,  I  think,  no  impropriety  in  now  saying,  that  with- 
in the  last  two  or  three  days,  in  conversation  with  gentlemen 
who  professed  to  know  the  views  of  the  Governor  of  our  State, 
I  have  learned  that  the  Governor  believes  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching when  it  will  become  necessary  to  move  in  the  mat- 
ter of  a  Convention — that  he  considers  it  due  to  Virginia,  as 
matter  of  courtesy,  to  refrain  from  action  until  the  labors  of 
the  Peace  Conference  shall  be  concluded  ;  and  that,  on  the 
failure  by  that  Conference  and  by  Congress  to  effect  an  ad- 
justment, it  will  be  proper  to  submit  to  the  people  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  a  Convention. 

It  is  certainly  desirable,  if  a  Convention  is  to  assemble,  that 
it  should  not  only  be  the  result  of  the  popular  sentiment  in 
point  of  fact,  but  should  also  be  relieved  from  any  imputation 
that  it  is  the  exponent  of  only  a  particular  class  of  the  commu- 
nity. I  therefore  would  suggest  that  your  action  here  should 
be  so  modelled  as  to  add  the  weight  of  our  opinions  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive call,  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  Governor  entertains 
the  purpose  ascribed  to  him.  Such  a  proceeding  will  be  most 
likely  to  accomplish  what  I  am  quite  sure  is  the  wish  of  this 
body,  that  is,  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  whole  people  of 
the  State — a  majority  of  its  legal  voters.  None  here,  I  am 
convinced,  would  desire  to  see,  or  form  a  part  of,  a  Sovereign 
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Convention,  which  did  not  emanate  from  such  a  majority,  so 
as  thereby  to  ensure  a  full  and  fair  expression  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  State.  Under  any  circumstances  it  will  be  impossible 
to  have  a  Convention  before  the  4th  of  March,  if  it  were  de- 
sirable. I  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  so  shaping  our 
proceedings  as  to  allow  time  to  the  Governor  to  carry  into 
effect  his  supposed  intention. 

These  suggestions  are  submitted  with  great  deference.  In 
the  meantime  we  will  anxiously  await  the  action  of  Congress 
and  of  the  Peace  Conference.  From  the  former  I  anticipate 
no  good.  Its  members  were  elected  in  high  party  times,  as 
party  men,  by  partizan  constituents — many  of  them  with  ex- 
pectations of  place  and  power  and  profit  as  the  reward  of  party 
service — and  they  are  far  from  reflecting  the  present,  and  I  trust 
the  growing  sentiment  for  conciliation  and  justice,  which  now 
prevails  in  the  masses  of  those  communities  from  which  they 
come. 

What  may  be  the  result  of  the  Peace  Conference,  we  can 
only  conjecture.  We  can  only  look  to  that  strong,  that 
Omnipotent  arm,  which  has  heretofore  guided  and  protected 
us,  and  humbly  trust  that  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy  may 
point  out  a  way  of  escape  from  the  darkness  and  danger  that 
now  surround  us. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  business,  and  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  having  been  received  and 
adopted,  the  Hon.  K.  B.  Carmichael,  of  Queen  Anne's,  moved 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  one  from  each  county  and 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  report  business  for  the  convention, 
which  motion  was  adopted  unanimously,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed : 

Allegany  county, Thos.  J.  McKaig,  Jr.;  Anne  Arundel, Hon. 
Thos.  Gr.  Pratt ;  Baltimore  city,  Hon.  R.  M.  M'Lane;  Balti- 
more county,  Wm.  F.  Frick;  Calvert,  James  T.  Ball;  Cecil, 
Col.  John  C.  G-roome;  Carroll,  Dr.  J.  Shower;  Charles,  Wm. 
B.  Stover;  Frederick,  Hon.  E.  Louis  Lowe;  Harford,  H.  D. 
Farnandis  ;  Howard,  W.  H.  Gr.  Dorsey ;  Kent,  Hon.  E.  F. 
Chambers  ;  Montgomery,  Samuel  C.  Viers  ;  Queen  Anne's, 
Hon.  R.  B.  Carmichael;  Somerset,  Hon.  I.  D.  Jones;  St. 
Mary's,  Robert  Ford  ;  Washington,  Richard  H.  Alvy  ;  Wor- 
cester, Hon.  John  R.  Franklin. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  M.  McLane,  all  resolutions  offered 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  business. 

The  Convention  thereupon  adjourned  until  the  following 
day,  February  19th,  when  the  chairman  of  the  business  com- 
mittee (Judge  Carmichael)  reported  the  following  Resolutions 
and  Address,  as  the  unanimous  result  of  the  deliberations  of 
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that  committee.  The  Kesolutions  were  read  by  the  Secretary, 
and  the  Address  by  the  Hon.  E.  Louis  Lowe.  They  were  re- 
ceived with  acclamation,  and  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  Convention,  as  follows  : 

THE  RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  in  the  present  alarming  crisis  in 
the  history  of  our  country,  it  is  desirable  that  the  State  of  Maryland  should  be  re- 
presented by  judicious,  intelligent  and  patriotic  agents,  fully  authorized  to  confer 
and  act  with  our  sister  States  of  the  South,  and  particularly  with  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

And  whereas  such  authority  can  be  conferred  solely  by  a  convention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State. 

And  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  Legislature  not  being  in  session, 
a  full  and  fair  expression  of  the  popular  will  is  most  likely  to  be  heard  through  a  con- 
vention called  by  the  recommendation  of  the  executive. 

And  whereas  it  is  alleged  that  the  Governor  now  has  it  in  contemplation  to  recom- 
mend, by  proclamation,  such  a  movement,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  by  the  Peace 
Conference  and  Congress  to  effect  any  satisfactory  solution  of  the  vexed  questions 
now  agitating  the  country  : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  we  shall  approve  such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Governor,  and  add  the  voice  of  this  convention  to  urge  the  voters  of  this  State  to 
regard  such  proclamation.  And  with  a  view  to  allow  time  for  the  action  of  the 
Governor  in  the  matter,  this  convention  will  adjourn  until  the  twelfth  day  of  March 
next,  unless  intermediately  the  State  of  Virginia  should,  by  her  Sovereign  Conven- 
tion, secede  from  the  Union  ;  in  which  event,  and  in  case  the  Governor  of  the  State 
shall  not  have  then  called  a  Sovereign  Convention  of  the  people  of  this  State,  this 
convention  shall  at  once  reassemble  at  the  call  of  the  President,  with  a  view  of  re- 
commending to  the  people  of  the  State  the  election  of  delegates  to  such  a  Sovereign 
Convention. 

Resolved  further,  as  the  sense  of  this  convention,  That  the  secession  of  the  seven 
slaveholding  States  from  the  Federal  Union  was  induced  by  the  aggression  of  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  in  violation  of  the  consiitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  moral  and  material  interests  and  the  geographical  posi- 
tion of  the  State  demand  that  it  should  act  with  Virginia  in  this  crisis,  co-opera- 
ting with  that  State  in  all  honorable  efforts  to  maintain  and  defend  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  its  citizens  in  the  Union,  and  failing  in  that,  to  associate  with  her 
in  confederation  with  our  sister  States  of  the  South. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  honor  of  this  State  requires  that  it  should  not  permit 
its  soil  to  be  made  a  highway  for  federal  troops,  sent  to  make  war  upon  our  sister 
Slates  of  the  Sou£h  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  federal  government  to  coerce  the  States  which  have  seceded  would  ne- 
cessarily result  in  civil  war  and  the  destruction  of  the  government  itself. 


THE  ADDKESS. 

To  the  People  of  Maryland  : 

This  Convention  has  been  convened  under  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, and  we  therefore  deem  it  proper  to  state  briefly 
the  causes  of  its  convocation,  and  the  position  which  the 
Southern  rights  men  of  Maryland  have  held  from  the  begin- 
ning of  our  unhappy  national  difficulties,  and  which  they  now 
hold. 

The  Southern  rights  men  of  Maryland  have  been  most  per- 
sistently charged  with  being  secessionists  and  disunionists. 
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This  accusation  is  most  unjust  and  inexcusable,  inasmuch  as 
their  policy  has  ever  been  clearly  and  frankly  denned  and  pro- 
claimed. 

Immediately  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presi-  . 
dency  of  the  United  States  by  a  sectional  party,  which  avowed 
principles  and  purposes  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  hostile  to  the  honor,  peace  and  sovereign  equality  of  fifteen 
States  of  the  Union,  it  became  apparent  to  many  wise  and 
patriotic  men,  in  this  and  other  border  slaveholding  States,  that 
an  effort  would  be  immediately  made  by  the  secessionists  of  the 
cotton  States  to  effect  a  disruption  of  the  confederacy.  There 
was  good  reason,  however,  to  believe,  that  in  Georgia,  Florida, 
Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Texas,  a  majority  of  the 
people  were  sincerely  in  favor  of  the  Union,  provided  that  the 
non-slaveholding  States  would  immediately,  by  constitutional 
amendments,  give  to  the  South  reliable  assurances  of  protection 
in  their  rights  of  property  and  a  complete  recognition  and 
guaranty  of  their  political  equality.  It  was  evident  that  those 
States  desired  only  the  co-operation  of  the  border  slave  States. 
That  such  co-operation  was  not  obtained  is,  therefore,  greatly 
to  be  regretted.  Hence  it  was  that  the  secessionists  of  the 
cotton  States  were  left  in  absolute  control  of  public  sentiment, 
and  succeeded  in  inaugurating  the  policy  of  separate  State 
action,  which  resulted  in  separate  State  secession,  and  has  cul- 
minated in  the  establishment  of  a  Southern  Confederacy,  the 
leading  spirits  of  which  now  inform  the  country  that  the  time 
for  reconciliation  has  passed,  and  all  hope  of  a  reconstruction 
of  the  government  gone. 

It  was  precisely  to  prevent  this  calamitous  result  that  the 
Southern  rights  men  of  Maryland,  as  early  as  last  November, 
most  earnestly  recommended  the  early  election  of  a  Convention 
by  the  people  of  Maryland.    They  believed  then,  and  believe 
now,  that  if  Maryland  had  taken  a  decided  stand,  her  example 
would  have  been  followed  by  the  other  border  slave  States,  not 
one  of  which,  in  fact,  has  so  deep  an  interest  in  this  crisis  as 
herself — her  geographical  position  making  her  the  seat  of  war 
in  the  event  of  a  collision,  and  her  relation  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  combining  to  render  her  position  one  of  paramount 
difficulty.    We  were  satisfied  that  the  border  slave  States, 
that  is,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Missouri, 
acting  in  concert  with  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  by  call- 
ing a  Convention  of  all  the  Southern  States  last  November  or- 
December,  could  have  controlled  the  action  of  the  cotton  States 
by  the  adoption  of  a  manly  policy.    If  they  had  agreed  upon 
such  a  basis  of  settlement  as  the  Crittenden  resolutions,  and 
presented  it  to  the  North  as  the  ultimatum  of  the  South,  w& 
believe  that  it  would  have  been  adopted — -that  public  opinion 
at  the  North  would  have  driven  the  leaders  of  the  Kepublican 
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party  into  submission  to  a  demand  so  clearly  right  and  mod- 
erate— and  that  the  Union  would  have  been  saved.  The  co- 
operationists  of  the  cotton  States,  who  were  then  really  in  the 
majority,  would  have  been  enabled  to  stem  the  torrent  01  seces- 
sion^ which  they  were  powerless  to  do  in  the  absence  of  aid  and 
encouragement  from  the  border  slave  States.  At  all  events,  if 
it  be  possible  to  suppose  that  the  Northern  States  would  have 
deliberately  rejected  so  reasonable  an  offer  of  peace  and  frater- 
nity tendered  by  a  united  South,  it  cannot  be  considered  proba- 
ble that  fanaticism  would  have  ventured  to  draw  the  sword  of 
civil  war  against  fifteen  States  and  eight  millions  of  brave  and 
warlike  people.    Civil  war  would  have  become  impossible. 

It  is  untrue,  therefore,  that  the  Southern  rights  men  of 
Maryland  desired  the  election  of  a  Sovereign  Convention,  in 
order  that  they  might  carry  Maryland  out  of  the  Union. 
Their  earnest  purpose,  on  the  contrary,  was  to  prevent  seces- 
sion and  disunion,  by  a  formidable  movement  to  obtain  such  a 
settlement  as  could  alone  preserve  the  Union,  and  failing  in 
that,  then  to  avert  the  calamities  of  a  fratricidal  war  by  a 
peaceful  separation.  Maryland  has  not  performed  that  great 
duty.  We  do  not  design  to  cast  reflections  on  any  who  differ 
from  us  in  opinion.  They  may  be  honest ;  but  that  they  have 
pursued  a  fatal  policy,  events  are  rapidly  demonstrating. 

The  inaction  of  the  border  slave  States  has  resulted  in  the 
secession  of  seven  States,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Southern 
Confederacy,  and,  what  is  infinitely  more  disastrous  to  the 
hopes  of  the  friends  of  the  Union,  it  has  given  timo  and  oppor- 
tunity to  the  uncompromising  leaders  of  the  Eepublican  party 
to  arouse  the  war  spirit  of  their  people,  under  the  plausible 
pretext  of  "  enforcing  the  laws  and  protecting  the  public  prop- 
erty," and  to  consolidate  the  masses  of  the  Northern  States  in 
a  determination  to  coerce  the  South,  as  indicated  in  the  recent 
speeches  of  Mr.  Lincoln;  and  we  all  understand  that  coercion 
means  civil  war. 

It  is  useless  to  argue  the  right  or  proprieties  of  coercion. 
There  stands  the  fact,  that  the  seceded  States  have  officially 
declared  that  any  attempt  to  retake  the  forts  or  to  collect  rev- 
enue within  their  limits  will  be  resisted  by  force  of  arms,  and  we 
know  that  such  a  war  commenced  in  any  one  State  will  necessa- 
rily become  general.  Thus  it  happens  that  the  peace,  honor 
and  safety  of  the  border  slave  States  are  involved  in  events 
which  they  have  not  inaugurated  and  cannot  master.  Instead 
of  being  arbitrators  of  Southern  destiny,  they  are  now  driven 
to  accept  consequences  which  they  might  have  controlled. 

It  is  now,  we  fear,  too  late  to  remedy  this  great  error.  It  is 
too  late,  we  fear,  to  accomplish  reconstruction  by  the  instru- 
mentality which  we  solemnly  believe  would  have  prevented 
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disunion ;  nevertheless,  whilst  there  is  life,  there  is  hope,  and 
we  regard  it  as  the  most  sacred  duty,  as  it  is  the  highest  interest 
of  the  border  slave  States,  to  make  this  last  effort  to  re-establish 
the  noble  government  which  was  constructed  by  the  genius  and 
baptized  in  the  heroic  blood  of  our  fathers.  In  any  event  it  is 
now  left  for  them  to  decide  their  own  future  destiny,  if  dissolution 
is  final.  In  that  case,  we  suppose  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  sentiment  of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of 
Maryland  is  loyally  and  thoroughly  with  the  South. 

Maryland  would  never  subordinate  her  action  to  that  of  any 
other  State  ;  yet  she  cannot  forget  that  the  power,  conservative 
principles  and  geographical  position  of  Virginia  make  it 
eminently  proper,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  that  she  should 
unite  her  fortunes  to  those  of  that  State.  Virginia  will  not 
leave  the  Union  unless  it  becomes  impossible  for  her  to  adhere 
to  it  consistently  with  her  honor,  her  constitutional  rights,  her 
^independent  sovereignty  and  her  domestic  peace  and  safety. 
Maryland  stands  precisely  upon  that  ground.  If  Virginia  is 
compelled  to  go,  Maryland  will  certainly  be  unable  to  remain  ; 
because  the  interest  and  the  rights  of  both  States  are  identical. 
Hence  the  Southern  rights  men  of  Maryland  are  prepared  to 
co-operate  with  Virginia  in  all  her  patriotic  efforts  to  recon- 
struct the  government  upon  a  sound  constitutional  basis  ;  or, 
if  the  sad  alternative  is  forced  upon  them,  then  to  unite  the 
fortunes  of  Maryland  with  those  of  Virginia  and  the  South  ; 
hoping  for  peace,  yet  prepared  for  war,  should  that  condition 
of  her  independence  be  ruthlessly  imposed  upon  her  by  the 
fanatical  cohorts  of  the  " irrepressible  conflict/' 

Having  waited  three  months  for  the  action  of  our  State 
authorities,  and  being  still  anxious  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
official  recognition,  we  nevertheless  believe  it  to  be  the  right 
and  duty  of  the  people  to  act  for  themselves  with  decision  and 
promptness  in  this  crisis.  Maryland,  therefore,  should  place 
herself  in  position  to  be  ready  to  act  in  concert  with  Virginia 
and  the  other  border  slave  States  at  a  moment's  warning, 
which  can  only  be  done  authoritatively  through  a  Sovereign 
Convention.  We  still  hope  that  the  Governor  will  convene 
the  Legislature  without  further  delay,  or  advise  by  proclama- 
tion the  election  of  a  Convention  ;  but  should  he  fail  so  to  do, 
we  shall  hereafter  call  upon  the  people  to  assert  their  sovereign 
power  and  to  decide  for  themselves  the  destiny  of  their  children, 
and  their  children's  children,  as  their  Revolutionary  Fathers 
did  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  empire  of  Europe.  All  that  we 
ask,  all  that  we  shall  demand  and  insist  upon  is,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland  may  settle  at  the  ballot-box  these  great  issues, 
which  no  power  on  earth  has  the  right  to  decide  for  them. 
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After  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  and  address,  Major 
Gittings,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  gratefully  appreciate  the  patriotic  efforts  of  the  national  men 
in  the  free  States  to  preserve  the  Union,  by  a  faithful  observance  of  the  covenants  of 
the  Constitution,  and  to  arrest  the  long-threatened  irrepressible  conflict  now  about 
to  be  initiated,  under  pretence  of  enforcing  the  laws ;  and  though  their  generous  co- 
operation may  fail  in  the  present  as  in  the  past,  to  secure  for  us  the  peaceful  ac- 
knowledgment of  our  full  and  equal  rights  in  the  confederacy,  they  shall  not  fail  to 
rec  eive  from  us  our  ardent  esteem  and  lasting  admiration  for  their  noble  conserva- 
tism, and  our  thanks  for  their  fraternal  sympathies. 

The  resolutions  and  address  were  ordered  to  he  printed,  to- 
gether with  the  President's  address,  of  which  he  was  requested 
to  correct  the  report. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  as  provided 
hy  the  resolutions. 


